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Courteous 


READER 


f Aving ſeen a Pamphlet ſome time ſince, 


Entituled, Reaſons whereupon the 
Duke of York may moſt ſtrong- 
ly be Reputed, and ſuſpefted to be a Pas 
piſt : Not knowing, but that it may come into 
ſound 


[16]: 
the hands of ſome, whom T would not have Poy- 
foned with thoſe. fallacious Arguments ; I thought 
it. my Duty to: Anfwer them: That the World may 
fee the Malice and Rage of fome, Seditious Per- 
ſons , who, by loading the Duke ith Scandalous 
Ajperſi tons, ' endeavour to telfon bis eſteem With the 
King : And, if that will net do, to brand his. 
Reputation in the Opinion of 'the (redulous Multio- 
tude 3, That they may the ſoones. introduce their ojan 
| Maximes mta.the Government ; which are not: 


more” fatal. t : - iam, >, than. Defer uftrve to his 
SubjeFts.. Ws 


Cz,_ _ wa 
KL. — 


p Ny Therefore, kind as beware , .and think 
not, whilſt theſe Stigmatize the. Duke, they are 


Irmocent 


Innocent themſelves : 2. a Guilt tuakes them 
endeavour to onerthrow the- Government ;'- And; they 
had rather ſee the Nation Ruined" than- themſelves 
brought to anſwer their breach of Laws : And obs 
ſerve it when you will , Whoever ſhall go abbus to 
Fartify the preſent Government againſt Faftion, and 
Rebellion, (hall, by the Seditious, be reported to in- 
troduce Popery ; Or, to be Popiſhly affected : 
Knowing, at the ſame time they do ſo, they win 
pon the giddy Fulgar, who have no greater 
Antipathy than againſt the Biſhop of Rome : 
And by this Device, commonly, they deliver them- 
ſelves from that Puniſhment which they ought 
juſtly to undergo. And, this, to me, is a better 


Argument, that the Duke of York is no Papiſt ; 


[8] 


ſince the Seditious iely mould bave bin thought 
fo, then, all the Reafons' they bave. givan., can, 
probably. make! bi one. Your belief 'of this. will 


compleat my. wiſhes, which. are, that 30K may 6s 
Happy. 


Farewell. 


Sk e 


[9] 
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of full BY vere F 
A NSWE R 


To the 


REASONS 


Whereupon the 


Duke of York 


"of W- 
Moſt TART" be Reputed, and Suſpected to be 


A Papiſf, xc, 


Reaſon 1. 


Y Ecauſe 25 Car. 2. When an A was 

made to throw Popiſh Recuſants out of 
all Offices and Places of Traſt ; The Duke of York 
IG B : 


l 


[ wo] 
did Loy doin ſeveral great Offices, and Places e 
3 - 4© Lord High -Admiral of- 
Generaliſſh imo of all bis ,Aajeſties Forces, both by 
Sea and Lund 12 Govtalar, of | iff Carrque-Ports, 
and divers others ; Thereby to _ the | Ar | 
of that Law againſt; WE 


('} ae FM 


This AQ, of 25\(ar. 2. a r@ch 
the Duke of ' York. | For, it. wyas 1 won 


the Reaſoner well obſerves } tro throw Po. 
piſh Recuſants out of all Offices, and Places of 
Treft: And, to difplace them fromthe Hou- 
ſthold, Service, or Expployment okHis Mas 
eſty ; Or Or, of Hs Royal } Highneſs'the Duke 
of York; which words, Or of His Royal 
Highneſs, the Duke of Jork, are a plain Ex- 
ception of his Perſon, and, that he is nor with- 
4a; the meaning of he ,aforeſid. A.: For 
the words:of. the Act.bear this Natural Con- 
Renton. (a) "_ no,Perfon,or Perſons. 


whatſoever,, 


C12 
whatſoever,” are intended to be ins any-place 
of Truſt; or- Serviee, about: the King , of 
Duke-.of York! but ſheb; who- are: well hQ- 
ed © to the” Eftablifhed Government of this 


Nation. 
But, admit the Duke had taken the Teſt, as 


in the A mentioned, when he was nor obli- 
ged todoit: Had he nor too offticioully de- 
clared himlelt;even in that point;that the Parli- 
ament did not think convenient to ablige him? 
Would nothis Adverſaries have inſfinuated inte 
the Vulgar, that what he did, was a'force upon 
him, and not his own inclination? Nay, whar 
ſhould he have gained in theopinion of the 
People, by paſting ſuch a Complement? Are 
not many in the Houſe of Lords,notwithſtan- 
ding this Teſt,traduced fo- Pabiſts + ? And,many 
more to be Popiſh.; c<5ted? Are not thole 
that do not humour them according to their 
C(apricio, called Reculanc- ? /.2d, thoſe who 
affe&t corning ro Ch, called Church-Papiſts 2 
By this, 'it is plain, the Duke did not lay 
down his ſeveral great Offices becauſe he was 
B 2 2 


F x2 ] 
a Recuſant ; Or,, to avoid: the puniſhment of 
that Law againſt Papiſts;, But for ſome 0- 
ther Reaſon., beſt known to the King and 
bimfelf : This. ſhall ſuffice for an anſwer to 
the farſt Reaſon. 


Reaſon 2. 


In 3o. Car. 2. When an ACE was made to 
diſable Papiſts from ſutting in either Houſe of 
Parliament, there was a Proviſoe. inſerted m 


that Act, that it - ſhould not extend to the Duke of 


York, on purpoſe, to ſave his Right of Sitting m 
the Lords Houſe : Though he refuſeth to take thoſe 
Oaths. which the Proteſtant Peers ought.to do... 


Anſwer , 0 


This A&, nor any. thing, contained' in. it, 
does in the leaſt aſperſe the. Duke of ork, 
asa Papiſt : For, if, out of reſpe.and kind- 

neſs 


Eu] 
neſs, the Parliament would not reach Him 
with an Oath, ( of which they knew he had 
noneed ,) but, only mquire into themſelves, 
to find out who were Papifts, and who not, 
by this diſabling 4&#: Was it: not neceffary 
that a Proviſoe ſhould be inſerted into that 
Af, that it ſhould not extend to the Duke of: 
York ** I wonder therefore, with what impu- 
dence this ſhould be conſtrued to be done on 
purpoſe to-ſave.his right of Sitting in the Lords 
Houſe,chough a 'Papift ; when the words of the 
Provifce will bear no ſuch Conſtruction ? Bur 
rather, value him as a Perſon of that Ho- 
nour, and Generolty, that they could do-no- 
leſs than diſtinguiſh him from the reſt of his: 
Majeſties Subjects : Eſpecially, fince he is {o- 
nearly related to the Crown ; has ſo-well. de- 
ſerved of the King: And has been fo of- 
ten thankt for. his. good Servyices,. by Them-- 


felves.. 


Reaſon. 3, - 


[14] 


NO Ze 


That Hs 5 Mojely in bis Conn an the ſouth 
day of March, in-the one and thirtieth Year of His 
Reign, does give for a Reaſon, to the Parliament, 
why be ſent his Brother out of England ? Becauſe 
he would leave no man room to ſay, that be had not 
removed all cauſes, which might influence him to Po- 


piſh Councels. 


 Amſwer 3. 


This Reaſon is not ſtrong enough to maki 
any perſon ſuſpe&t the Duke to be a Roman 
Catholick: For; when his Majeſty did comple- 
ment his Parliament ; ; and, had acquainted 
them with what great things he had done for 
the Uniting of the minds of all his loving 
Subjects to himſelf, and one another ; by 
excluding the Popiſh Lords from their Seats 


L184 


[75 ] 


in Parliament.; the Execution of ſeveral mer 
pon the. account. of the Plots; and of the 

Muzder , of. Sir. Edmundbucy Godfry and. Diſ- 
banding the Army then on foot : ar laſt: his 
Majeſty declares ©* Above all, I have coni- 

** manded my Brother to abſent himſelf from 
* me, becauſe I would not leave the moſt 
* Malicious Men room to ſay, I had not re- 

** moved all cauſes which would be pretend- 

< ed, to influence-me towards Popiſh Coun- 

I cjs;. Was ever "the ſence of a King, and 
of a loving Brother ſo evilly wreſted ? For, 
when his Majeſty commands his Brothers ab-. 
fence, Is it not to ſtop the mouths of the 
moſt Malicious ? And, is their ſpiteful cal- 
ling of rhe Duke Pa piſt ; Or, inclining him 
towards Popifh Councils called, by his M: aje- 

,. any thing elſe, than a Pretence > What 
then ſh(]l be ſaid to ſuch .Aalicious Pretenders 2 
H, even their own requeſts granted, though: 
never ſo unreafonable, will not give them 
farisfaCtion': It behoves therefore, his Ma- 
jeſties good Subjects ro be more Unanimous 
and hearty to one another :. That ſo ic may 


break: 


[16 ] 
break the hearts of all alicions Pretenders, 
who, under the Vizzard of Liberty; Proper- 
ty and Religion, endeavour the Deſtruction 
and Ruine of the King and Kingdom. 


Reaſon 4. 


There have been divers Letters .read in both 
Houſes of Parliament ; and at the ſecret Commit- 
tee of both Houſes, from ſeveral Cardinals, and 
others at Rome: And alſo, from other Popiſh 
Biſhops, and Agents of the Popes in other Forraign 
parts, which do apparently ſhew the great corre- 
{pondence between the Duke of York,and the Pope : 
How the Pope.could not chooſe but weep for Joy, at 
the reading of ſome of the Dukes Letters : What great 
Satisfaftion it was #9 the Pope to hear the Duke 
was of the Catholick Religion :. That the Pope 
has granted Briefs to the Duke : And ſent him 
Beads, with ample Indulgences ; and much more to 


this purpoſe. 


Anſwer 4. 


ww 


[17] 


Anſwer 4. 


I perceive we are not like to want ſuch 
Men as William Prynne to ſearch into Princes 
Cabinets. God forgive them that do it : Burt, 
if it fare with them as (in King Charles the 
Firſt's time) ir did, with others, upon that 
account ; I ſhall not wonder : *Tis prudence 
in Princes to keep a correſpondence even, a- 
mong their Enemies : Muſt therefore, their 
Subjects quarrel their proceedings, that know 
not what ir tends to ? A Civil Behaviour or. 
Complement is the leaſt that is due to the 
Turk, or Pope : We are obliged ro Trade in 
thoſe Countries : Yet, we cannot, with ſafes 
ty, and Security,without a Correſpondence : 
Neither can any Foreign War be Com- 
menced without Allyances : And , who are 
more proper to tranſact ſuch Afﬀairs , than 
prime Miniſters of State 2 Thoſe are to be 
wondred at, who call the Duke Papift : 


When the Reaſons they give for it, are no 
C more 


[18 ] 
more to be valued, than the Rheume that it- 
ſued from the Popes Eyes, when he read the 
pretended Letters : The Pope might , pro- 
bably, weep, when he heard the Duke was 
a Papiſt : It being ſuch a report as for- 
merly, ruined the Romaniſts in England ; And 
brought our moſt Proteſtant King Charles the 
Firſt to the Block : And, under fuch another 
pretence againſt Popery, probably, the Duke 
may ſuffer, though no Papift : The Pope's 
Joy, may be great, for the Fall of (harles, 
and James, But his Tears are for his ( atho- 
licks ; who are many times obnoxious to. the 
Law, but muſt alwayes be the Sacrifice to the 
unhallowed Fury of Faction, and Fanariciſm. 
In Fine, Ir is ſtrongly to be believed, that 
thoſe who will nor relinquiſh their Sciſma- 
tical Wayes; and groſs Lying : Will nor, 
at laſt, ſtick ar Perjury, and Subornation : 
And therefore, no wonder it ſuch ſimple 
Pamphlets of Briefs, Beads, and bidulzences, 


2nd fuch Scuft, is part of hi Dukes Accuſa- 
YON, 


Reaſon 5.. 


[ 19] 
Reaſon 5. 


That the whole Houſe of Commons have. decla- 
red him to be a Papiſt i their Vote, Sunday April 
1679. Whereintt is reſolved, Nemine Concra- 
dicente, that the Duke of York being a Papi$t, and 
the hopes of his coming, ſuch, to the Crown : Has gi- 
ven the greateſt countenance pe mcouragement to the 
preſent ( onſpiracy, and Deſign of the Papiſts againſt 
the King and the Proteſtant Religion (2 ) What this 
Conſpiracy is, will appear, by a Declaration of both 
Houſes of Parliament, March 25, 1679. Wherem 
it is Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, By the 
Lords Spiritual, and Temporal, and Cnmag Aſ- 
embled in Parliament, that, They do declare, They 
are fully ſatisfied ( by they Proof the have ae, 
That there, now, is, and, for divers Years la$t paſt, 
hath been, a Horrid and "Treaſonable Plot and Con- 
ſpiracy, continued, and carried on, by thoſe of the 
Popiſh Religion ; for the mur thering his Majeſties 
Sacred Perſon, and for Subvertins the Proteſtant 

C 2 Religion 


[ 20 ] 
Religion: And, antient , and well Eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernment of this Realm. 


Anſwer 5. 


It is affirmed, in this fifth Reaſon, That 
the Houſe of Commons have declared the 
Duke of York to be a Papiſt : 1 ſhould ſooner 
have believed ir, if the King, and Houſe of 
Lords had concurred with them : Or, rather, 
if the Duke of York had declared it Himſelf; 
But, till then, I muſt ſuſpend my Belief, 
what ever is faid to the contrary: And it 
would be prudently done of all Perſons, 
( none having Authority, ( as things ſtand ) 
ro inquire into that matrer ) to do lo too ; 
left they deparr with as little ſatisfaction , 
of what they came about; as thoſe Dofors 
who came tO Queen Elizabeth, ro queſtion hex 
abour the Real Prefence in the Sacrament : To 
whom, that Oracle, made this wiſe Anſwer. 


Chriit 


[21] 


| Chrift was the Word that ſpake it, 
He took the Bread and brake it, 
And, what the Word did make it, 
That I Believe, and take it. 


| Reaſon 6. 


That beſides all this Proof : And much more to 
this purpoſe : Tt is mo$t notoriouſly evident, He has 
for many Years abſented Himſelf from all Proteſtant 
( hurches, during Religious Wor ſhip. 


Anſwer 6, 


Should many Years abſence from Church, 
during Religicus. Worſhip, be a Badge of Popery ; 
then all, or, moſt of the Non-con-formiſks muſt 
go under the ſame Livery ; And, the Duke 
by that Reaſon might be eſteemed a Phana- 
tick, as well as a Papift : Therefore ſince: this 

Reaſon 


tw 

Reaſon is illogical : And has no force of Ar- 
gument init, I ſhall paſs.it by :- Only, I ſhall 
hint thus much tothe Reafoner:: That, had 
he enquired: of | :the Dukes | Chaplames ; He | 
would not have been ſo ignorant of the quali- 
ty of that Devotion, and Piety, that the Duke 
does conſtantly exert. 


Reaſon 7. 


By the Evidence of (redible Witneſſes, He has 
been ſeen at Maſs, Receiving the Sacrament, and 
at Confeſſion. 


Anſwer 7. 


The Reaſoner would do well to conſider 
that, '( according to the meaſures himſelf has 
taken) a man may have been of ſeveral 0- 
pinions : And, after that, be a true Proteſtant, 
of the Church of England: But, ſince all the 

foregoing 


L #3: ] | 


foregoing Reaſons to prove the Duke a Papiſt, 
are only Sophiſtical, Malicious, and Spiteful, 
the Reaſoners Witneſſes ro make good his (e- 
venth, -and laſt Argument, are not to be be- 
lieved : For, admit ithe Dnke had been at 
Maſs, &c.: It they be honeſt Papiſts, *ris not 
ro be thought they would inform againſt the 
Duke : If they are: falſe, Knaves, they ought 
not to be (redible Witneſles : Beſides, there 
is ſomething to be ſaid for Curifity: The 
Duke, as other Proteſtants, may have been 
at a Yuakters, Or, other Funatick. Meetings, 
or at .' Maſs ; mult this, therefore render him 
ſ{uſpected to be of this-or that Opinion ? No, 
I rather think, that thoſe who: are true Pro- 
teſtants, according to the Church of England, 
by hearing, and obſerving the Errors of the: 
One, and Ridiculouſneſs of the Other, are better 
confirmed in our Proteſtant Doctrine : and, 
further, this Argument ts to be looked upon 
as moſt fallacious : For, if the Rea/oner be nn- 
able ro prove the Dake to be a Papiſt, by 
bis Witneſs that he has ready to produce: 
Yet, he. may, by the fame Evidence, prove: 
| him: 


[24 ] 
him to be a Member of the Church of En- 
gland ; allowing, only, Our Liturgy to be 
the Engliſh Maſs, which, to the hot headed 
Phanatick ſeems to be as Criminal and Sus 
perſticious as the other, ſo that the Reaſoner 
ſeems to aim at nothing elſe, but to make the 
Duke declare Himſelf: And therefore, he 
will call Him Papi, or what he pleaſes, ra- 
ther, than be ignorant of what he ſo eager- 
ly defires to know : And, probably he is fo 
inquiſitive, becauſe he would ſuit his Religi- 
on, according to a proſpect of the Times, 
( as tis very likely, he has often done here- 
rofore) which, this reſervedneſs of the Duke 
perhaps, may hinder: And, to ſuch nimble 
Wits, it is a great diſgrace, to be outwitted, 
in paying anearly Devotion, to what is like 
to ſucceed, be the Dodrie what it will : 
And, for this cauſe, perchance the Reaſoner 
may think himſelf obliged to remain an A- 
theift, till he knows better what to truſt to : 
But, now if theſe Anſwers ſhall give him, 
Or, his Adherers any Satisfaction, I ſhall be 
very glad : And, that I may the better ſes 


CUIC 


LEY + 

<yreithem from thae wicked Sih, of #heiſm ; 1 
fay-; that thoſe who-will nor altow che 
Duke to be :a Proteſtant do feern ( Toge- 
ther ,. with Himſelf ) co condemn His Roy- 
al Father , -who Educated Him ; And atlo, 
the Clergy of England, and the whole" E- 
piſcopal Party, who do adhere to him, 
and think him Innocent of theſe accuſa- 
t10ns ; Yet, theſe have taken the Teſt. 


I ſhall conclude with this ſerious Ads 
»nonition to all thoſe who are Traducers 
of Others, and Diſturbers of Governs 
ment, under the Maſque of Religion ; 
That, they ſpeedily pull off their vize 
ards, and, really, appear what they 
pretend to be, Loyal to the King, 
and mindful of his Countreys good : 
Otherwiſe, the time may come, { and, 
the ſooner the better) That their Dif 
ouiſe ſhall be torn off by the bands of 
Juſtice: And, when the People ſhall 


ſee their Wolfhſh Faces; And, ( how 
'D under 


C26] 
under their Sheeps. Cloathing ) they have 
been deluded by chem ;. Then, Then will 
be the Joyful Day ; Then ſhalt  Trea- 
ſons, and Factions Ceaſe; when the 
Traytors and Seditious ſhall ſuffer according 
to. Law.. 


————— cc — _ _———— 


